We use two questions from the World Values survey pertaining to gender norms: 1) Men should have more right to a job than women (Agree/Neither/Disagree) and 2) Men make better political leaders than women do (Agree/Disagree). We measured the proportion of the population who disagreed with these statements and created a combined score (Cronbach's alpha = 0.81). We selected these two measures because they covered the widest range of European countries for which we had data (13 countries). We then estimated our interaction models to test whether the association is congruent with the models reported in the paper (see table below).
Men
Percentage change in the male suicide rate Modifier Effect size (95% CI) p-value 10 percentage point increase in the proportion of the population who have egalitarian gender attitudes -0.26%* (-0.44 to -0.07) 0.012
Country-years 242 Countries 13
Women Percentage change in the female suicide rate Modifier Effect size (95% CI) p-value 10 percentage point increase in the proportion of the population who have egalitarian gender attitudes -0.50% (-1.22 to 0.22) 0.16
Notes: Confidence intervals are based on robust standard errors clustered by country. Source: WHO Health for All European Mortality database 2013 edition; OECD 2013 edition; World Economic Forum, 2013 edition. World Values Survey. All models control for year and country-specific time trends. Effect sizes are based on modeling the interaction between changes in unemployment and the level of gender equality. β1xUnemployment + β2UnemploymentxEquality + β3*Equality. * p-value<0.05; ** p-value<0.01
